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PETITION TO PRESIDENT OBAMA ON

ABOLITION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS

One nuclear weapon exploded in one city -- be it New York or Moscow, Islamabad or Mumbai, Tokyo or Tel Aviv, Paris or Prague -- could kill hundreds of thousands of people. And no matter where it happens, there is no end to what the consequences might be -- for our global safety, our security, our society, our economy, to our ultimate survival.          

                                                             
     President Barack Obama, Prague, April 5, 2009

Dear President Obama,

We applaud you for declaring in Prague, “I state clearly and with conviction America's commitment to seek the peace and security of a world without nuclear weapons”. We commend you for your courageous and historic recognition that "as the only nuclear power to have used a nuclear weapon, the United States has a moral responsibility to act." We call on you to make good on that commitment and fulfill that responsibility by announcing at the 2010 Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty Review Conference your initiation of good faith multilateral negotiations on an international agreement to abolish nuclear weapons, within our lifetimes.  
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In collaboration with Peace Action NYS  www.panys.org
Return petitions to:LI Alliance, 38 Old Country Road, Garden City NY 11530

516-741-4360 email: longislandpeace@gmail.com   www.longislandpeace.org
DISARM NOW!  FACT SHEET

WEBSITE:  www.peaceandjusticenow.org
NPT—Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty—is the only NPT is the only multilateral treaty that binds its signatories to eliminate their nuclear arsenals. It became international law in 1970 and was ratified by the United States in 1972.  Therefore the United States is legally bound to observe it.  

The NPT rests on three pillars:

· the right of non-nuclear nations to have access to technology and resources to produce nuclear power for peaceful purposes. 
· the pledge by these non-nuclear states not to develop or possess nuclear weapons. 
· the commitment by the nuclear powers to negotiate the complete elimination of their arsenals. (Article VI)
Since the Treaty went into effect, the arsenals of the nuclear nations have increased, and four additional nations have joined the “nuclear club.”   India, Israel, Pakistan and North Korea are the only nations that have not signed the treaty. 

The Review Conference, to be held at the United Nations this May is a critical moment to make progress on nuclear disarmament.  An international movement composed of hundreds of peace organizations is alerting civil society to press for progress.  Its working statement is:

Nuclear Disarmament should serve as the leading edge of a global trend towards demilitarization and redirection of resources to meet human needs and restore the environment. 
For more information, go to www.peaceandjusticenow.org
